
he Cathedral of Tudela is one of the most remarkable histo-
rical buildings in Navarre both in terms of the architectural 
value of the temple and its premises and in terms of the heri-

tage it contains and the magnitude of the edifice. It is a display of 
Romanesque style sculptures, especially rich in the cloister and in 
the three façades granting access to the temple.

The cathedral was built on the site previously occupied by the main 
mosque. The cloister was erected between 1180 and 1200. The nor-
thern gallery was the first, followed by the southern and eastern 
galleries and lastly by the western gallery. The southern façade was 
built between 1190 and 1195 and the northern façade followed 
between 1200 and 1204. Finally, the wonderful Judgement Gate 
was erected between 1200 and 1210 - and named in early docu-
ments as “the painted door”.   

The inside of the Cathedral was restored between 2003 and 2006, 
and so were the cloister and the Chapel of St Dionis between 2013 
and 2015.

he cloister stands south of the temple. It is an almost-square 
rectangle, with its longest sides facing east and west. Of the 
58 capitals that originally adorned the cloister (42 in columns 

and 16 in corner pilasters) 16 have completely disappeared and 
there is no information about the scenes they once depicted. Of the 
capitals remaining today, 24 are in good condition, 18 are dama-
ged to a greater or lesser extent and 5 are so seriously damaged 
that it is becoming really difficult to read them. The capitals feature 
mostly religious scenes following the directions of the 12th-century 
Byzantine Manual, but some also include aspects of everyday life as 
well as mythical animals and creatures. In general the main figure 
appears in an angle, although at times it occupies the centre of 
the face of the capital. Architectural backgrounds or stylized trees 
suggesting a landscape are sometimes added to the scene. The ca-
pitals still show remains of polychrome paint, especially noticeable 
in the eyes, eyebrows and cheeks, as well as captions of the charac-
ters represented in them.
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he Mudéjar-style cha-
pel of the School of 
Christ, which was pre-

viously consecrated to St Dionis, 
occupies practically the entire 
eastern gallery of the cloister. 

Probably built in the 13th cen-
tury, the painted decoration 
was added to the inner wooden 
structure in the 14th century. It 
has a square plan and is cove-
red by a wooden framework. 

The choir, also in Mudéjar style, 
stands at the feet of the chapel.

The Brotherhood of St Dionis 
was founded by king Theobald I 
of Navarre, the king himself and 
his successors being members 
of the Brotherhood. Sponsored 
by the king, his coat of arms ap-
pears at the top of the altarpie-
ce presiding over the main altar 
of the chapel.

In 1946 the chapel collapsed. 
The roof and perimeter walls 
were seriously damaged, as 
attested by photographs that 
taken at that time. One can 
easily imagine from the pictures 
how this circumstance affected 
the choir and upper structure. 
Soon after the collapse, the 
edifice was restored, but there 
is hardly any documentation 
on this intervention, which was 
presumably finished by 1950.
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CATHEDRAL OF TUDELA
Calle Roso, 2, 31500 Tudela, Navarre  
948 40 21 61    info@museodetudela.com

Working days, from 10 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. and from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturdays and public holidays, from 10 a.m. to 1.30 p.m.
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